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stage, the result might have been different: but there was no
time when Adams could have got more than the twenty-seven
votes which were finally cast for him. The contingency of hav-
ing to divide between Adams and Greeley had never been con-
sidered, and, therefore, no time had been allowed to compare
views. The vote of the state being thus divided, its weight was
lost for any purpose of influencing other votes. Then gush and
hurrah swept everything down, and, almost before a vote of
Illinois had been recorded by the secretary, the dispatches
came rushing to the telegraph instruments that Greeley was
nominated. For a moment, the wiser heads in the convention
were stunned, though everybody tried to look perfectly con-
tented. Of all the things that could possibly happen, this was
the one thing which everybody supposed could not happen.
Not even the Greeley men themselves thought it could happen.
The only able politician who seemed to be really for Greeley
was Waldo Hutchins, of New York, and even his sincerity was
questioned by Greeley's backbone friends as long as the Davis
movement was regarded as still alive.

How the news was received by Trumbull was told by
the New York Herald's Washington dispatch of May 3:

... The scene in the Senate, when the news was received,
was one of complacent dignity, such as only the members of
that body could arrange, even if they had studied to prepare
themselves for an art tableau. Mr. Fenton was the recipient
of the dispatches, and his chair was consequently surrounded
by a crowd of the less dignified Senators, who could not wait
to have the telegrams passed around. Trumbull was the most
undisturbed of all those on the floor. His equanimity aston-
ished his friends as well as the numerous strangers in the gal-
leries, who watched closely for indications of excitement in his
parchment-like face. In truth, he seemed to get the news
rather by some occult process of induction, if he got it at all,
than by the course usual to ordinary men. Other members
smiled, made comments, exchanged opinions and preserved
their dignity with customary success; but he alone asserted an
immobility of demeanor that will last for all time, in the mem-
ory of its witnesses, as a remarkable instance of self-possession.
At last, when every one else had delivered himself of someis class is becoming smaller and smaller* circumstances. At any rate^ most men would....
